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Sarah
Littman

3 lessons
for us all

Last month, I was a docent at
the "Anne Frank—A History for
our Time" exhibit at Greenwich
High School. With 200 other vol
unteers, I guided middle- and
high-school students from townsin Westchester and Fairfield coun
ties. During October, 5,500 stu
dents and 600 teachers viewed the
exhibit, with members of the pub-
he bringing total attendance to
more than 7,000 people.

I'm a better writer than public
speaker. Before my first tour, I felt
queasy. The first group of studentsdidn't help. Although some had
read the book and were interest
ed, others were frighteningly
ignorant and rude. "Was Anne
Frank the first Jew?" one smart-
aleck asked minutes into the tour.

I'm not sure if it's because of
my age (40), because I'm Jewish
or because my family was direct
ly touched by it, but the Holocaust
has always had a dominant place
in my consciousness. It's never
been a laughing matter. It came as
a shock to hear this teenager mak
ing aj oke about something so seri
ous and to me so real, though it
happened more than 20 years
before I was bom. Fortunately, the
presence of Holocaust survivors,
who bravely spoke about painful,
traumatic memories at the end of
each tour, made it real for them.
You could hear a pin drop when
the survivors told their stories.

Almost as frightening was how
little most kids knew about what
happened, not just 60 years ago
during the Holocaust, but even a
decade ago. By the second tour I
was a woman with a mission. In
the brief time I had with these
young minds, I hoped to impress
upon them three things.
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By the time you read this, I'llbe m Vilnms, Lithuania, on a mis
sion to help children at a Jewish
school there, kids who come from
homes that lack emotional sup
port as well as material requirê
ments. That there are Jews in
Vilnius (once known as "The
Jerusalem of Lithuania") at all is
a miracle; the Nazis murdered 90
percent of the nation's Jewish
population during World War U

We owe it to their memory, and
that of those killed in more raent
examP es of genocide, to teachour children (he lessons of histo
ry

Sarah Littman lives in Greenwich,
t-mail her at sarahlittman@hot-
mail.com.


